
1 Submit bulletin articles by 5pm Tuesday to Sherry@holyrosaryseattle.org 

Easter is a season that lasts 50 days.  It is the season of new life, as we rise with Jesus from the 
grave.  I would like to take this opportunity to back for a little bit and reflect on Holy Saturday—
on the grave. 

The week after my ordination to the priesthood those of us who were ordained together had a 
day of workshops at the chancery in Seattle.  Representatives of the various offices came to 
welcome us to the priesthood and help us to begin the shift by acquainting us with some of the 
new components of our lives.  One of the highlights came when they asked me to sign two 
pieces of paper:  a life insurance policy payable to the priest medical plan to help keep costs 
down and a death benefit policy to help pay for my eventual funeral.  They also asked for a copy of my will and my funeral plans.  It 
was an interesting contrast:  the beginning and end of life.  While it is something most don't want to think about, and many put off, 
it is something we need to plan for, if only to make it easier on our loved ones after we die. 

The End Game 
This past Spring I finally completed my own will.  If you die without a will in Washington state, it is the state who dictates how your 
earthly possessions will be distributed.  They have a specific formula—spouse, children, parents, siblings, etc.—continuing up and 
down and sideways along the family tree.  Once that is exhausted, it simply goes to the state.  While a uniform approach with 
someone put in charge as an agent of the state might be fine for some, it isn't for others.  For example, I want someone who knows 
me to act as my personal representative and carry out my wishes according to the letter of my will, but also its spirit—something 
only someone who knows me, whom I designate in my will, could do.  My will also includes a gift to my current parish and other 
charitable causes—donations which are not a part of the state formula.  Also, my will only deals with assets.  If you have children, a 
will is essential in order to establish who you want to care for them should something happen to you.  While some people don’t like 
to think about the end of their own lives, it is an important thing to do—for ourselves, for our loved ones, and to ensure that our 
desires be known.  It is important that we be good stewards in life, which includes planning for the end of our lives so that we are 
not an undue burden on others. 

This past Spring I also completed my funeral plans.  I just finished updating them a couple of weeks ago—my funeral will now be 
held here at Holy Rosary.  When someone dies, family members are often overwhelmed with grief and a number of other 
emotions.  If sufficient planning hasn't been done by the deceased, they must also make a number of decisions, as well as write a 
number of checks.  There are many things that you can begin to plan and pay for, if you are able, beyond the disposition of assets 
found in your will:  your cemetery and plot, the funeral home arrangements, selecting music and readings for the Mass, etc.  I have 
even selected my casket!  As for burial, there are several Catholic cemeteries in the area.  The Church has always had a particular 
care for the dead, as we take care of the consecrated grounds where they rest and pray for their souls.  My grandfather always had 
as one of his particular ministries, the care of the cemetery.  It is personally comforting that individuals who visit and care for my 
own cemetery will pray for me after I am gone.  As it is a cemetery, I also know that my body will be able to lie quietly in wait for the 
Resurrection—not being ground up and hauled away for fill or having a new building on top of me, or being trampled upon by 
hikers, etc.  Catholics may be buried at any cemetery, however, as the ground is blessed during the committal rite by the priest.   

Assisted Suicide 
As we plan for our death and the disposition of our bodies and our belongings (and our children), it is important to note that we are 
never to hasten that death.  It is sad that I would even need to address this component.  And yet in the State of Washington, it is 
legal to end one’s own life.  When the law was passed, its proponents argued that it was about ending pain and suffering.  And yet 
last year when the data was released, none of those who ended their own life cited this as a reason.  They all, instead, cited control.  
They wanted control over their own lives—and when and how it ended.  As people of faith, we must reject all of these notions.  Our 
lives belong to Christ, and Him alone.  It is for God to call us home.  The only way we attain salvation is by surrendering our lives to 
God, not grasping for control.  The only way our suffering has any meaning, is in uniting ourselves with Christ on the cross.  Suicide is 
never an answer.  It is not a choice for us as individuals, nor is it a choice for those whom we love.  While those in favor of it prefer 
the term “Death with Dignity,” there is nothing dignified about having one’s last act be that of ending one’s own life, nor helping nor 
condoning this choice by another.  Instead, our trust must be in Christ Jesus our Lord.  Let us pray for a peaceful death, and the 
courage to face it with faith. 

If you are interested in funeral planning, contact the parish office.  Next week, I will delve into cremation to help you understand 
better its history and practice within the Church. 

T H E  J O U R N E Y  O F  F A I T H  W I T H  

Fr. Matthew Oakland 
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P A R I S H  &  C O M M U N I T Y  N E W S  

Annual Catholic Appeal 

The 2016 Annual Catholic Appeal campaign is underway 

and we are seeking everyone’s participation this year so 

that we reach our goal of $139,091 as quickly as 

possible! All contributions received in excess of this 

Archdiocesan goal will come directly back to Holy Rosary 

as a rebate.  Our 2016 ACA rebate goal will be used for 

the renovation of the Church Bell Tower! 

 

League of the Sacred Heart 

The League of the Sacred Heart will meet Friday, May 6 

in the Parish Center at 1pm. Our speaker will be Fr. 

Oakland. All are invited. For more information, call Marie 

at 932-7750. 

 

St. Vincent de Paul 

STUFF THE TRUCK! 

Once again your St. Vincent de 

Paul Society will be sponsoring 

a Stuff the Truck event here at 

Holy Rosary Parish. The event 

will be held on May 14 from 9am to 5pm in the school 

parking lot.  We will be happy to take your no-longer-

needed clothing, books and small household items.  

Unfortunately we cannot accept any large furniture or 

appliances.  Your donation of goods will help restock our 

St. Vincent de Paul stores which help the needy in our 

area. If you have any questions regarding the event you 

can call Dave Sherwood at  

206-819-1888.  

WestFest Leadership Request  

“TO BE OR NOT TO BE?  THAT IS THE QUESTION”  

                ----about WestFest! 

WestFest is a long-standing tradition at Holy Rosary.  It has been going on for years.  It is really a way in 

which we launch ourselves into September and the beginning of a four-month period that is full of 

activities and celebrations.  The undertaking financially benefits both the school and parish 

communities each year with money that is needed to balance out budgets. 

Unfortunately, however, we have nobody to chair the event for next year.  If we do not get someone 

quickly we will probably have to call the event off.  If anyone is willing to take the helm on this and 

chair it please contact George Hofbauer at ghofbauer@holyrosaryws.org or Kamila Kennedy at 

kkennedy@holyrosaryws.org Please act today, we need somebody!  

G R O W I N G  I N  C H R I S T  

Holy Rosary Catholic School—SPIRIT AND MIND ignited 

mailto:ghofbauer@holyrosaryws.org
mailto:kkennedy@holyrosaryws.org
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P A R I S H  &  C O M M U N I T Y  N E W S  

Ministry to the Homebound 

Each and every week, we gather together in the Church to celebrate Sunday Mass as Jesus gives Himself to us to 

nourish us, in His Word, and in particular, in the Most Holy Eucharist.  There are those, however, because of age or 

infirmity, who are not able to come to Mass.  They not only long for the Eucharist, but they also long for a sense of 

connection to the community which played such an important part in their lives.  To meet this need, Homebound 

Ministers take Holy Communion to these individuals each week on a mutually agreed upon date and time, and serve 

as a wonderful connection to the parish community for these individuals who so often become more isolated.  Some 

go on Sundays, others on weekdays.  You can even carry out this ministry as a couple or family.  At present we have 

individuals who are not being visited, and not receiving this great gift.  On May 21st Fr. Oakland will be hosting a 

gathering for those who might be interested in this ministry.  The gathering will be from 10-11am in Classroom 

7A.  Current ministers must attend as well.  Please contact Fr. Oakland for more information @ 

froakland@holyrosaryseattle.org.  

 

 The Myth of ‘Hitler’s Pope’  

Pope Pius XII in World War II. 
Featuring guest speaker, Dr. James Felak, UW Professor of History.  Saturday, May 7 from 10:30am to Noon at Holy 

Family in  Seattle. For more information or directions call 206-767-6220. 

Break-in Update 

Last week the police arrested two individuals and 

charged them with multiple counts of burglary.  They 

have been charged with breaking into our parish office, 

as well as another ten churches in the Seattle area.  We 

have rekeyed 90 doors that were affected by the key 

theft out of caution, and the parish office now has a mon-

itored security alarm, as do most of the buildings on our 

campus.  The thieves stole some paperwork while they 

were here.  We identified this as being our parish banking 

paperwork.  We have changed credit cards (rewards 

cards which will actually earn us money) and are in the 

process of changing banks, which will also save the parish 

and school $6,000 a year.  It is difficult to know what else 

they might have taken.  

Last week it came to my attention that several staff mem-

bers recently discovered they were the victims of credit 

card fraud – cards taken out, or attempted to be taken 

out, under their name.  While this could be connected to 

the breakin (which should affect only parish staff), there 

is no mention of ID theft in the police reports that I re-

ceived from the King County Prosecutor, and I have heard 

from one other individual whose information would not 

have been on file here in our offices that they had the 

same problem.  As such, it may be connected to the wid-

er fraud experienced by the Archdiocese of Seattle. 

Two years ago our Safe Environment database was 

breached, with the background check system, which we 

contract with a private company for, being compro-

mised.  This resulted in a massive tax fraud here at Holy 

Rosary and throughout the dioceses of Washington State 

as false submissions were made using victims’ infor-

mation.  Once information is out there, it is impossible to 

get back.  It is my guess – and it is just that – that this 

credit card fraud might be attached to this wider 

breach.  Every year, over 10 million individuals are victims 

of identity theft. 

I am encouraging everyone to check their credit re-

ports.  You can do this for free online through a variety of 

different websites.  Each individual is entitled to one free 

report each year from each of the three credit reporting 

agencies.  In particular, you should look for activity that is 

not from you – credit cards or loans, for example.  There 

are also credit monitoring companies for those who de-

sire extra security.   

While Jesus has died and rose again, conquering sin and 

death, we must still contend with these things in this 

world.  But the grace of God is there, for us and others, to 

help us along the way.  Please pray for the two individu-

als who have been arrested, and do not allow the storms 

of this world to consume you – but look to Jesus and 

peace that only He can bring. 

In Christ,  

Fr. Oakland 

mailto:froakland@holyrosaryseattle.org
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THE JUBILEE YEAR OF MERCY 
During which we are Highlighting the Corporal and Spiritual Works of Mercy 

Mercy for the Month of May  
SHELTER THE HOMELESS 

Each month during the Year of Mercy we will highlight one or two of the Corporal or Spiritual Works of 
Mercy.  We receive so many blessings from the Lord, the outpouring of His mercy and love.  We share that 
mercy and love with others in corporal, or material ways, as well as in spiritual ways.  A home is, or should 
be, many things.  More than simply a place to eat and sleep, it should be a place of comfort and rest, a place of 
security, a place where our lives can grow and be nurtured.  It is something we often take for granted.  Some 
in this world, whether refugees forced to flee by violence, or those here in our own neighborhoods, find  
themselves without a home, deprived too all that it provides.  Jesus invites us to return to them this great 
blessing, to affirm their dignity and help them to meet the challenges they face.  How often do we see tents in 
parks or under overpasses, or those whose only covering at night is a coat and some blankets as they curl up 
against a building?  When we shelter the homeless, we extend God’s love to others.  These are our brothers 
and sisters—and Jesus Christ invites us to share with them from the mercies that we have received.  

MERCY IN ACTION 
A state of emergency was recently declared here in 
Seattle in response to the homelessness  crisis in our 
city.  There are many agencies and organizations 
which do important work and are a part of the 
solution—ensuring everyone has a home.  The Holy 
Rosary Women’s Shelter is located on the top 
floor of the Parish Center and houses 10 women 
each Saturday and Sunday night.  Some volunteers 
drive the bus to pick them up or drop them off, 
others bring food, others clean linens, still others 
stay overnight in one of the bedrooms.  Each year 
parishioners also donate toiletry items as well to 
keep our bathrooms supplied—think of us during 
your next hotel stay.  CCS and Catholic Housing 
Services operate over 20 different permanent and 
temporary housing locations in King County.  
Countless other organizations do their part as well, 
whether with housing or food or clothing or 
whatever it might be.  The Matt Talbot Center 
here in Seattle was founded in 1985 and continues 
to serve the homeless, those struggling with 
addiction and mental illness.  Be a part of the 
solution—there are lots of options.  Donate your 
time, or from your other resources, to provide this 
basic necessity to those in need. 
How are you Merciful like the Father? 

PATRON SAINT OF THE MONTH:   
VENERABLE MATT TALBOT 
Born in the middle of the 19th century in Ireland, 
Ven. Matt’s first job at the age of 12 for a wine 
merchant opened the door to life as an alcoholic.  
For 16 years he spent all he had on alcohol, pawning 
his clothes and boots when all credit had run out, 
and once even stole a fiddle from a street musician.  
At the age of 28 he found himself penniless outside 
of a pub.  He had been there before, but this time he 
decided to turn his life around with the help and 
grace of God.  It wasn't easy, but daily Mass and a 
life of prayer helped.  Always a hard worker on the 
job, he now put forth 
that same effort with 
sobriety.  Once 
spending all he had 
on alcohol, now he 
gave from what little 
he had to the poor 
and those in need, 
even searching for 
that street musician 
in hopes of paying 
restitution.  He was 
sober for the last 41 
years of his life.   
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Sunday: May 1, 2016 
Coffee and Donuts after Masses today 

Donations to Holy Rosary were made in honor of the 
First Communions of: 
Felix Contreras, Landon Pugh, Luke Porth,  
Theadore Keppler, Isabella Baber, Kaitlin Moran,  
Grace Dahley, Charlie Atchison, Francesca Roy,  
Cameron Foisy, Ford Fitterer, Lillian O’Claire,  
Grant Williams, Morgan Williams, Vincent Elliott, 
Anthony James Chavez, Breanna O’Connor,  
Natalie Yanak, Savannah Marie Jumamil-Harris,  
Enzo Kennedy, Carson Swegle. 
  
Fr. Mallahan Endowment Fund: 
In memory of Joseph Harris 
In honor of Breanna O’Connor’s First Communion 
 
Praying for... 
...those in need of prayer: Gina Lorella 
...those who have died: 
Dave Michlitsch, father of Robin Ylvasaker 
Lavon Patzner, mother of Barb Peden 
 
Mass Intentions for Next Week: 
May 3: Sr. Lilly Mae Emert 
May 4: Colman & Helen Sullivan, RIP 
May 5: Dan Kelly, RIP 
May 6: Marie Coyne 
May 7: Alexandrina Bacchus, RIP (8:30am) 
 Holy Rosary Community (5pm) 
May 8: Roberta Back, RIP (8:30am) 
 Mary Locke (10:30am) 
 
Last Week’s Collection: 
4/24/16 Collection Actual: $20,014.50 
4/24/16 Budgeted: $28,534 

Up Next 
 
May 
7  Solemn First Communion 
7 Esoterics Concert 
13 Holy Rosary Mariner’s Night 
14 St. Vincent de Paul STUFF THE TRUCK 
21 Homebound Ministry Gathering 
 
June 
10 Last day of school for Holy Rosary 

Monday, May 2 

7:45 AM Word & Communion Service | Church 

7:00 PM Adult Scripture Study | Parish Center Reception Room 

7:00 PM Shoulder to Shoulder | Parish Office Basement 

Tuesday, May 3 

7:00 AM St. Martin Sandwiches | Lanigan Kitchen 

8:45 AM School Mass | Church 

6:00 PM RCIA Event | Reception Rm 

5:30 PM Confession | Church 

6:30 PM St. Vincent de Paul | Room 203 

7:00 PM Voices for Life Adoration | Chapel 

7:30 PM Traditional Choir Practice | Church 

Wednesday, May 4 

7:45 AM Daily Mass | Church 

8:30 AM Adult Scripture Study | Reception Rm 

12:00 PM Laudato Si | Parish Office Basement 

2:30 PM YouthChoir! Practice | Chapel 

6:00 PM Women's Spirituality Group | Parish Office Basement 

7:00 PM Contemporary Choir Practice | Church 

7:00 PM RCIA | Parish Office Conference Room 

7:15 PM Walking With Purpose | Parish Center Rm 203 

7:30 PM Walking With Purpose | Reception Rm 

Thursday, May 5 

7:45 AM Daily Mass | Church 

9:00 AM Soup Kitchen | Lanigan Kitchen 

3:00 PM Orion Center | Lanigan Kitchen 

6:00 PM Children's RCIA | Room 203 

6:00 PM School Commission | 7B 

7:00 PM RCIA | Reception Rm 

Friday, May 6 

7:45 AM Daily Mass | Church 

8:30 AM First Friday Adoration | Church 

9:00 AM Walking With Purpose | Reception Rm 

7:00 PM Friday Night Men's AA | Reception Rm 

Saturday, May 7 

7:00 AM Men's Group | Reception Rm 

8:30 AM Caring Mass | Church 

9:30 AM Special Needs Group| Reception Rm 

10:00 AM Solemn First Communion | Church 

11:00 AM Charismatic Prayer Group | Chapel 

4:00 PM Choir Practice | Parish Center Chapel 

5:00 PM Vigil Mass | Church 

8:00 PM Esoterics Concert | Church 
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Baptism:  Contact Deyette Swegle at least two months in advance of your requested baptism date.  

Marriage:  Contact Sherry Smith six months in advance of your requested wedding date. 

Funerals:  Contact the Parish Office 

Becoming Catholic:  Contact JoAnn Tobin 
 
PASTOR: Fr. Matthew Oakland 

ADMINISTRATION: Gary Samaniego (gsamaniego@holyrosaryseattle.org), ext. 213 

ADULT FAITH FORMATION: JoAnn Tobin (jtobin@holyrosaryseattle.org), ext. 203 

CHILDREN’S MINISTRIES: Jennifer Wong (jwong@holyrosaryseattle.org),  ext. 214 

CHILDREN’S MINISTRIES: (Baptism & Young Families): Deyette Swegle (dswegle@holyrosaryseattle.org), ext. 251 

CHILDREN’S MINISTRIES: (1st Sacraments, Children & Youth): Sister Stella (srstella@holyrosaryseattle.org), ext. 252 

LITURGY & MUSIC COORDINATOR: Paul Dolejsi (pdolejsi@holyrosaryseattle.org), (935-8353) 

MARRIAGE & TRIBUNAL ADVOCACY: Sherry Smith (sherry@holyrosaryseattle.org), ext. 210 

PARISH & SCHOOL BOOKKEEPER: Rufina Miller (rmiller@holyrosaryseattle.org), ext. 211 

ADMIN ASSISTANT & PRIVATE EVENTS: Melissa Tuthill (mtuthill@holyrosaryseattle.org), ext. 200 

PLANT MANAGER: Scott Stoefen (sstoefen@holyrosaryws.org), ext. 215 

SCHOOL PRINCIPAL: George Hofbauer (ghofbauer@holyrosaryws.org), ext. 218 

TECHNOLOGY, BULLETIN & PARISH WEB SITE: Sherry Smith (sherry@holyrosaryseattle.org), ext. 210 

8:30 CHOIR DIRECTOR: Bob Ingalls (bingalls@holyrosaryseattle.org)  

ST. VINCENT DE PAUL: ext. 300 

SHOULDER TO SHOULDER: ext. 301 

YOUNG ADULTS: youngadults@holyrosaryseattle.org 

YOUTH MINISTRY: youth@holyrosaryseattle.org 

PLEASE SUPPORT OUR ADVERTISERS WHO MAKE IT POSSIBLE TO PRINT THIS BULLETIN AT NO COST!  

PARISH DIRECTORY….dial 206-937-1488 and enter an extension  


