HOLY ROSARY
Catholic Parish
MASS TIMES

October 9, 2016 | Twenty-eighth Sunday in Ordinary Time

Weekend Masses
Saturday Vigil at 5:00pm
Sunday at 8:30am and 10:30am
Weekday Masses
• Daily Mass:
7:45am in the Church Tuesday thru
Friday (8:30am on Sat)
• Caring Mass on the ﬁrst Saturday of the
month at 8:30am in the Church, to pray
for those who have recently passed
away, and to oﬀer the Sacrament of the
Anoin)ng of the Sick for those in need.
• Communion Service: Monday at 7:45am
in the Church.

OTHER INFORMATION
Reconcilia)on is available in the Church:
· Saturdays: 3:30pm to 4:30pm
· Tuesdays: 5:30pm to 6:30pm
· or by appointment.
Low Gluten hosts available. Please see the
priest to request before Mass.
The Parish Nursery is available for both the
Sunday 8:30 and 10:30am Masses.
Download our Parish App at
myparishapp.com
Submit a prayer request:
prayers@holyrosarysea;le.org

FELLOWSHIP—all are welcome!
• Tuesday morning Coﬀee in the Parish
Center Recep)on Room.
• Sunday Coﬀee and Donuts in the School
Hall a=er the Sunday Masses.

October Mercy
of the Month: Give Drink to the Thirsty
Submit bulle n ar cles by 5pm Tuesday to Sherry@holyrosarysea le.org
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THE JOURNEY OF FAITH WITH

Fr. Matthew Oakland
Celebra%ng Our Feast of the Rosary
The feast of Our Lady of the Rosary is on October 7, but because it is our patronal feast we
move the celebra)on to Sunday so that our community can all celebrate it together. This
feast was ins)tuted in 1571 to commemorate the Chris)an victory over the Turkish navy at
Lepanto on this day. Pope St. Pius V had not only called for a navy to come to the defense of
Chris)an Europe, but he also asked them to pray the Rosary and ask our Blessed Mother for
her Heavenly Protec)on. In gra)tude for the victory granted that day, he ins)tuted this
feast. Later on, the whole month of October was similarly dedicated to her honor and to the
Rosary.
The prayers for the Rosary come from our Lord Himself, from the Sacred Scriptures and from the Church. And mysteries we
meditate upon are the key moments in salva)on history. In and through this prayer, we enter into the story of salva)on, and
spend )me reﬂec)ng upon it in our own lives.
Some ideas for celebra)ng the Feast and Month of the Holy Rosary in your home:
∗ Pray the rosary, individually or as a couple/family. If this is a new prayer for you, just pray one of the ﬁve decades of the
Rosary. Some choose to do this every night – a laudable prac)ce. Consider this prac)ce for the remainder of October (or
beyond). For families with younger children, it helps to have visual aids. Consider having older children read a passage
from the bible connected with each of the individual mysteries that are reﬂected upon. Younger children may not exactly
sit quietly and cooperate – that is okay, they are young. It might be a chao)c prayer, but they will learn by your constancy
and faithfulness, and as they grow older, will start to join you more and more. Family prayer is so crucial.
∗ Lots of popes have wri;en about the Rosary. Some of the documents are short, others are much longer. Consider reading
what some popes have said to draw more fruit from this venerable prayer. This site has all of the major papal documents
on the rosary from the last 150 years, which include reﬂec)ons on the various prayers and mysteries:
h;p://tomsdomain.com/rosary/id19.htm.
∗ Read about on the great Ba;le of Lepanto, what some historians note as the greatest naval ba;le of the previous 1600
years. Or read about Pope Saint Pius V who gave us our feast. Or read about Pope Leo XIII, who wrote so many documents
on the Rosary that he is called the Pope of the Rosary (he also wrote the ﬁrst great modern social encyclical.).
∗ It’s always fun to connect our heavenly feasts with earthly ones, making them extra special with meals connected to the
day (for example, Mexican food on the Feast of Our Lady of Guadalupe) or some sugary treat. Since the origin of our feast
today comes from a naval ba;le, consider making a cake in the shape of a ship. Here is a website which gives instruc)ons
for a pirate ship and island cake which can be adapted for this purpose. h;p://a=erthoughtsblog.net/2007/05/pirate-ship
-cake.html
∗ If a ship cake seems a li;le daun)ng or beyond your )me constraints, consider making twice-baked potatoes and turning
them into a li;le ﬂeet of ships. Use toothpicks and paper—don’t forget to include crosses on your sails! If you are looking
for another dessert idea, consider a single decade of the Rosary made out of cupcakes. Even be;er—everyone prays the
decade together before ea)ng them. Or you can always just make something blue—the color tradi)onally associated with
the Blessed Virgin Mary.
∗ Learn how to make rosaries out of cord and beads. Many children love making diﬀerent types of bracelets and necklaces.
This is a wonderful way to )e their crea)vity to the faith and to this par)cular feast.
∗ Spend some )me looking at and reﬂec)ng upon the stained glass windows in the Church of the mysteries of the Rosary.
Did you no%ce?
A few people asked me about a few things that changed recently. Last weekend at Mass we started using a new Book of
Gospels. The Book of Gospels is given special prominence in the Mass because it contains the stories of the Life of Christ and
His very words. Hence it is carried in procession and enthroned upon the altar. The old one had become faded due to )me,
as well as the wear of being held, and the symbols of the Four Evangelists were becoming less discernable. We had an extra
Book of Gospels in the oﬃce and so we are using this one now in the Church. Also, this weekend, I switched out the Roman
Missal that we have been using. The Roman Missal is the book which contains the prayers for the Mass—the big red one the
altar servers hold for me. The one we have been using has a few pages which have torn and been taped—which starts to
become problema)c with the use of ribbons. Some of the tabs have been torn as well—not easily ﬁxed. So I brought over
my copy from the oﬃce to start using at Masses. It looks similar, but a close examina)on proves it to be diﬀerent.
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GROWING IN CHRIST

Holy Rosary Catholic School—SPIRIT AND MIND ignited
You can walk the halls of Holy Rosary School and see many types of learning going on –
from tradi)onal techniques of lecturing, taking notes, and learning from books, to independent work
using technology tools, musical instruments, hammers and nails, or microscopes, to project-based
learning u)lizing STEM (science, technology, engineering, math) components. All grades blend
tradi)onal learning modali)es with collabora)ve prac)ces and problem solving as students work together to assess a
problem, hypothesize an answer, build a solu)on, and then communicate their process and ﬁndings.
From Preschool to Eighth grade, project-based STEM ac)vi)es occur. Recently, Kindergarten teams worked together to
fashion apple carriers out of recycled items that could carry 5 apples from orchard to cart for a farmer. Third grade used the
engineering process to design, build and redesign load-bearing towers. Fourth grade tested diﬀerent materials for their solar
ovens, experimen)ng to see which materials conducted heat best and why. Such projects o=en force students to use
mul)ple learning techniques to succeed, including research, logical deduc)on, and itera)ve learning (trial and error). Since
these projects are usually too large and complex for one student to do alone, project based learning lends well to teamwork,
increasing student engagement.
At Holy Rosary School, tradi)on and innova)on converge to provide leading-edge educa)on that is grounded in the Catholic
faith. Students are engaged by enthusias)c teachers who provide hands-on curricula designed to spark crea)vity and
encourage cri)cal thinking. Each child is given room to discover and develop their own unique gi=s. At every grade level, faith
meets ac)on through service and the teaching of compassion and social jus)ce. Holy Rosary’s )ght-knit community of
passionate teachers and engaged parents creates a safe place where students become leaders from the inside out.
Applica)ons are being accepted for the 2017/18 school year. For more informa)on, contact the School Oﬃce: 206-937-7255
or admissions@holyrosaryws.org.

Submit bulle n ar cles by 5pm Tuesday to Sherry@holyrosarysea le.org

3

PARISH & COMMUNITY NEWS

Quarterly Statements

Charismatic Prayer Group
October 17 in the Chapel

Quarterly dona)on reports for parish Sacriﬁcial Giving
were mailed out this week. If you did not receive one but We will pray the Rosary and Divine Mercy Chaplet at
you made dona)ons to the parish Sacriﬁcial Giving please 10:30am followed by our regular mee)ng from 11am to
contact Gary Samaniego at
1pm.
GSamaniego@HolyRosarySea;le.org or call the oﬃce. If
you are receiving the reports by regular mail and would
GOT DICE?
like to help save the parish some money by receiving these
reports by email, then send an email to the email address
above and let us know. Thank you and God Bless!

It’s Not Too Late to Register for
Children’s Faith Formation
Classes are held on Sundays.
• 9:30-10:20 for grade school
• 10:30-11:30 for preschool
Register online on the Faith Forma)on Web Page at
www.holyrosarysea;le.org or contact Sr. Stella in the
Parish Oﬃce.

1st Reconciliation and 1st Communion
Children are normally prepared for thee two sacraments in
the second grade. Parent mee)ngs and other classes are
required. Please visit the Family Faith Forma)on page at
www.holyrosarysea;le.org or contact Sr. Stella in the
Parish Oﬃce for more informa)on.

Holy Rosary Handbells
Our church’s handbell choir, the Holy Rosary Handbells, is
into its second season and you’re invited to come ring with
us as we prepare for Advent. The HRH rehearses on
Tuesday evenings at 6pm in the Parish Center Chapel and
we’re always open to new members. Handbells are easy
to play and prior musical experience is not a necessity. As
a member of the HRH you’ll be part of a fun group, learn a
new and crea)ve skill and, most of all, contribute to the
Holy Rosary assembly’s par)cipa)on and apprecia)on of
the Mass. For informa)on about the Holy Rosary
Handbells, contact Director Marleen Land at
206.443.4680, marleenland@msn.com or Liturgy and
Music Coordinator Paul Dolejsi in the Parish Oﬃce.
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Fall for Bunco!
Fall is in the air and dice are on the tables – On Saturday,
October 22, at the Parish Center Recep)on Room, the
Seniors are ready to throw down their dollars and play
Bunco! Everyone is invited to join the fun, hosted by the
Senior Ministry! Homemade soup and rolls will be served
at 11am, and games will con)nue un)l 2pm. One dollar
per game and prizes every game! First-)mers are
welcome. For more informa)on contact Jim Farris at 206937-5636 or farrismej@aol.com.

Year of Mercy
Pilgrimage to
St. James
Cathedral
On Sunday,
November 6, you
BRONZE DOORS AT ST. JAMES CATHEDRAL
are invited to join a
parish pilgrimage to St. James Cathedral. We will walk
through the Doors of Mercy at 3pm and have a short tour
of the Cathedral. A=erwards we will join the Cathedral
Parish community for Vespers (Evening Prayer) with
Benedic)on of the Blessed Sacrament at 4pm. If you have
not walked through the Holy Doors during this Year of
Mercy, this is the perfect opportunity to do so--the Holy
Doors will close on November 13!

206-935-8353

www.holyrosaryseattle.org

PARISH & COMMUNITY NEWS

Walk the Way of St. James through Spain with Holy Rosary Young Adults Group
• Get more involved: We have talked to several people
Fr. John Madigan, September 12-22, 2017!
who are interested in doing more with our young adult
Join Dr. Timothy Mullner, Faith Journeys, at Holy Rosary
group. Whether that is some sort of small group with a
Church, West Sea;le, Monday, October 17 at 7pm to learn
about the pilgrimage of a life)me, the Camino de San)ago. focus on faith forma)on or some form of theology on
tap or even just going to Mass together and enjoying
As portrayed in the movie, “The Way,” this pilgrimage
breakfast a=erward. Please speak up if you want to do
includes a daily walk of 10-12 miles with full motor coach
something to help us grow our faith community and
service and dedicated Tour Manager. For more
friendships.
informa)on contact Virginia Radel at 206-658-3680 or
If you are interested in par)cipa)ng or want more info,
Faith Journeys: 877-732-4845, Ext 200. For more
please contact youngadults@holyrosarysea;le.org.
informa)on contact Virginia Radel at 206-658-3680 or
Faith Journeys: 877-732-4845, Ext 200.

Kennedy Catholic High School
Fall Open House
Wednesday, November 2 from 6:30 - 8:30 pm
Come and learn about what makes Kennedy Catholic High
School special! During the open house you will have an
opportunity to:
• Meet faculty and staﬀ
• Learn about Kennedy Catholic’s academic program
• Visit with athle)cs and ac)vi)es representa)ves
• Enjoy performances by the chamber orchestra and
choir
• Take a tour of the campus
• Meet current Kennedy Catholic students
For more informa)on, visit www.kennedyhs.org/
admissions or call Clare Spano, Admissions Assistant at
(206) 957-9723.

Would you like to BRING MERCY, BE
PRESENT, & CHANGE LIVES?
Cabrini Ministry Training oﬀers a variety of forma)on
programs to give you the tools, prac)ce, and insight you
need to share God’s compassion with others. REGISTER
NOW! We have a few spots le= in our Kirkland class that
will meet on Tuesdays from noon-2:30pm from October 25
- March 7. We will also be oﬀering a “Ministry
Discernment Workshop” at St. Joseph parish in Issaquah
on Thursday, Oct. 13 from 7-9pm. Please contact
info@cabriniministry.org or 206-760-0583 x3 for more
details.

Reflection Day for
Single Young Adult Women and Men

The Sea;le Archdiocesan Voca)on religious communi)es
of Women and Men are oﬀering a Reﬂec)on Day on
Consecrated Life for Single Young Adult Women and Men
on Dec. 10, 2016 from 9:30am-2:30pm at St. James
Cathedral Outreach Center/ 907 Columbia St, Sea;le
98014. Kindly email Sister Jo-Anne Miller, CSJP:
jmiller@csjp-olp.org or call/text 206-920-8560.
HOSTED BY Religious Communi%es of Women and Men
serving in the Archdiocese of Sea2le. Enjoy
COFFEE & DONUTS when you arrive. LUNCH PROVIDED.
Includes prayer, quiet %me,
mul%-media info on religious life,
visit with religious women & men.

Rachel’s Corner
Hope and Healing After Abortion
The team is so welcoming, compassionate, empathe c
and pa ent. They provided respec ul listening and
respect for others’ vulnerability. Good handling of very
diﬃcult subject ma%er.
-Tes)monial a=er
Retreat

Are you s)ll looking back at your abor)on story? Don’t let
it be who you are. God yearns to help you see who you
really are in Him and walk the path of healing with you to a
joy you have never known before. His joy.
Come on a Rachel’s Vineyard™ Retreat. He will be there!
Call Valerie: 1-800-822-HOPE (4673)
You are loved with an everlas ng Love!
Project Rachel is a program of
Catholic Community Services

Submit bulle n ar cles by 5pm Tuesday to Sherry@holyrosarysea le.org
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Sunday, October 9, 2016
•
•

CLOW meets today during the 10:30am Mass
Coﬀee and Donuts a=er all Masses today

Monday, October 10
7:45 AM
Word & Communion Service | Church
7:00 PM
Baptism Prep | 7B
Tuesday, October 11
No 7:45am Mass today
8:30 AM
Tuesday AM Coffee | Reception Rm
8:30 AM
Social Justice Commission | Parish Office
10:15 AM
School Mass | Church
5:30 PM
Confession | Church
6:00 PM
Handbell Practice | Chapel
6:00 PM
Childrens RCIA | Music Room
6:30 PM
Sac II Parent Meeting | 7B
6:30 PM
Voices for Life | Room 203
7:00 PM
FamCom | Parish Office Conference Room
Wednesday, October 12
7:45 AM
Daily Mass | Church
8:30 AM
Scripture Study | Reception Room
10:00 AM
Funeral for Guy Gallipeau | Church
Funeral Reception | Reception Rm
2:30 PM
YouthChoir! Practice | Chapel
6:00 PM
Women's Spirituality Group | Parish Office Basement
6:30 PM
Sac II Parent Meeting | 7B
7:00 PM
Contemporary Choir Practice | Church
7:00 PM
RCIA | Parish Office Conference Room
7:15 PM
Walking With Purpose | Reception Room
Thursday, October 13
7:45 AM
Daily Mass | Church
8:30 AM
Scripture Study | Reception Rm
9:00 AM
Soup Kitchen | Lanigan Kitchen
3:00 PM
Orion Center | Lanigan Kitchen
3:00 PM
Jr High Choir Practice | Chapel
6:00 PM
Children's RCIA |Room 203
6:30 PM
Sac II Parent Meeting | 7B
7:00 PM
RCIA | Parish Office Basement
Friday, October 14
7:45 AM
Daily Mass | Church
9:00 AM
Walking With Purpose | Parish Center
6:00 PM
Wedding Rehearsal | Church
7:00 PM
Friday Night Men's AA | Reception Rm
Saturday, October 15
7:00 AM
Men's Group | Reception Rm
8:30 AM
Daily Mass | Church
10:00 AM
Baptism Prep | 7B
10:30 AM
Charismatic Prayer Group | Chapel
2:00 PM
Polt/Sandafer Wedding | Church
3:30 PM
Confession | Church
65:00 PM 4139Vigil
42nd
SW
Seattle, WA 98116
MassAve
| Church

Up Next
October
8
Esoterics Concert
10
Bap)sm Prepara)on Class #1
15
Bap)sm Prepara)on Class #2
15
Listening Session at Our Lady of Guadalupe
20
Listening Session at Holy Rosary
22
Senior Lunch and Bunco
27
Listening Session at Holy Family
November
1
All Saints
2
All Souls
6
Daylight Savings Ends
18
Junior High Lock-in
20
Family Advent Social
24
Thanksgiving...Parish Oﬃce Closed
25
Parish Oﬃce Closed
27
First Sunday of Advent

Dona%ons were made to the Fr. Mallahan Endowment
Fund in memory of
Felisa For)ch, Domanica Picinic, Albert Bajocich,
Dorothy Cathey, Joseph Hengtgen, Sr.
Mass Inten%ons for Next Week:
October 11: Jim Nichols, RIP
October 12: Jonathan Michael Pitkin
October 13: John Picinich, RIP
October 14: John Scrivanich, RIP
October 15: Fernando, RIP (8:30am)
John K. Bajocich, RIP (5pm)
October 16: Tom Walior, RIP (8:30am)
Holy Rosary Community (10:30am)
Last Week’s Collec%on:
October 2 Collec)on: $17,400
October 2 Budgeted: $23,534
206-935-8353
www.holyrosaryseattle.org

ON THE ROSARY—IUCUNDA SEMPER EXPECTATIONE
Encyclical of Pope Leo XIII promulgated on September 8, 1894

Continued from
last week

Thence the Rosary takes us on to the Glorious Mysteries, wherein likewise is revealed the media)on
of the great Virgin, s)ll more abundant in fruiZulness. She rejoices in heart over the glory of her Son
triumphant over death, and follows Him with a mother's love in His Ascension to His eternal kingdom;
but, though worthy of Heaven, she abides a while on earth, so that the infant Church may be directed
and comforted by her "who penetrated, beyond all belief, into the deep secrets of Divine wisdom" (St. Bernard). Nevertheless, for the fulﬁllment of the task of human redemp)on there remains
s)ll the coming of the Holy Ghost, promised by Christ. And behold, Mary is in the room, and there,
praying with the Apostles and entrea)ng for them with sobs and tears, she hastens for the Church
the coming of the Spirit, the Comforter, the supreme gi= of Christ, the treasure that will never fail. And later, without measure
and without end will she be able to plead our cause, passing upon a day to the life immortal. Therefore we behold her taken up
from this valley of tears into the heavenly Jerusalem, amid choirs of Angels. And we honor her, gloriﬁed above all the Saints,
crowned with stars by her Divine Son and seated at His side the sovereign Queen of the universe.
5. If in all this series of Mysteries, Venerable Brethren, are developed the counsels of God in regard to us -- "counsels of wisdom
and of tenderness" (St. Bernard) -- not less apparent is the greatness of the beneﬁts for which we are debtors to the Virgin
Mother. No man can meditate upon these without feeling a new awakening in his heart of conﬁdence that he will certainly obtain through Mary the fullness of the mercies of God. And to this end vocal prayer chimes well with the Mysteries. First, as is
meet and right, comes the Lord's Prayer, addressed to Our Father in Heaven: and having, with the elect pe))ons dictated by
Our Divine Master, called upon the Father, from the throne of His Majesty we turn our prayerful voices to Mary. Thus is conﬁrmed that law of merciful medita)on of which We have spoken, and which St. Bernardine of Siena thus expresses: "Every
grace granted to man has three degrees in order; for by God it is communicated to Christ, from Christ it passes to the Virgin, and
from the Virgin it descends to us." And we, by the very form of the Rosary, do linger longest, and, as it were, by preference upon
the last and lowest of these steps, repea)ng by decades the Angelic Saluta)on, so that with greater conﬁdence we may thence
a;ain to the higher degrees -- that is, may rise, by means of Christ, to the Divine Father. For if thus we again and again greet
Mary, it is precisely that our failing and defec)ve prayers may be strengthened with the necessary conﬁdence; as though we
pledged her to pray for us, and as it were in our name, to God.
6. Nor can our prayers fail to ascend to Him as a sweet savor, commended by the prayers of the Virgin. And He it is who, allbenign, invites her: "Let thy voice sound in My ears, for thy voice is sweet." For this cause do we repeatedly celebrate those
glorious )tles of her ministry as Mediatrix. Her do we greet who found favor with God, and who was in a signal manner ﬁlled
with grace by Him so that the superabundance thereof might overﬂow upon all men; her, united with the Lord by the most in)mate of all conjunc)on; her who was blessed among women, and who "alone took away the curse and bore the blessing" (St.
Thomas) -- that fruit of her womb, that happy fruit, in which all the na)ons of the earth are blessed. Her do we invoke, ﬁnally, as
Mother of God; and in virtue of a dignity so sublime what graces from her may we not promise to ourselves, sinners, in life and
in the agonies of the end?
7. A soul that shall devoutly repeat these prayers, that shall ponder with faith these mysteries, will, without doubt, be ﬁlled with
wonder at the Divine purposes in this great Virgin and in the work of the restora)on of mankind. Doubtless, this soul, moved by
the warmth of love for her and of conﬁdence, will desire to take refuge upon her breast, as was the sweet feeling of St. Bernard:
"Remember, O most pious Virgin Mary, that never was it heard that any who ﬂed to thy protec)on, called upon thy help, and
sought thy intercession, was le= forsaken." But the fruits of the Rosary appear likewise, and with equal greatness, in the turning
with mercy of the heart of the Mother of God towards us. How sweet a happiness must it be for her to see us all intent upon
the task of weaving crowns for her of righteous prayers and lovely praises! And if, indeed, by those prayers we desire to render
to God the glory which is His due; if we protest that we seek nothing whatsoever except the fulﬁllment in us of His holy will; if
we magnify His goodness and graciousness; if we call Him Our Father; if we, being most unworthy, yet entreat of Him His best
blessings -- Oh, how shall Mary in all these things rejoice! How shall she magnify the Lord! There is no language so ﬁt to lead us
to the majesty of God as the language of the Lord's Prayer. Furthermore, to each of these things for which we pray, things that
are righteous and are ordered, and are in harmony with Chris)an faith, hope, and charity, is added a special joy for the Blessed
Virgin. With our voices she seems to hear also the voice of her Divine Son, Who with His own mouth taught us this prayer, and
by His own authority commanded it, saying: "You shall pray thus." And seeing how we observe that command, saying our Rosary, she will bend towards us with the more loving solicitude; and the mys)cal crowns we oﬀer her will be to her welcome, and
to us fruiZul of graces. And of this generosity of Mary to our supplica)ons we have no slight pledge in the very nature of a prac)ce that has the power to help us in praying well. In many ways, indeed, is man apt, by his frailty, to allow his thoughts to wander from God and to let his purpose go astray. But the Rosary, if rightly considered, will be found to have in itself special virtues,
whether for producing and con)nuing a state of recollec)on, or for touching the conscience for its healing, or for li=ing up the
soul. As all men know, it is composed of two parts, dis)nct but inseparable -- the medita)on of the Mysteries and the recita)on
of the prayers. It isSubmit
thus a kind
of prayer
only some
raising of the soul to God, le.org
but also a par)cular and explicit 7
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a;en)on, so that by reﬂec)on upon the things to be contemplated, impulses and resolu)ons may follow for the reforma)on and
sanc)ﬁca)on of life.
Those same things are, in fact, the most important and the most admirable of Chris)anity, the things through which the world
was renewed and ﬁlled with the fruits of truth, jus)ce, and peace. And it is remarkable how well adapted to every kind of mind,
however unskilled, is the manner in which these things are proposed to us in the Rosary. They are proposed less as truths or doctrines to be speculated upon than as present facts to be seen and perceived. Thus presented, with the circumstances of place,
)me, and persons, these Mysteries produce the most living eﬀect; and this without the slightest eﬀort of imagina)on; for they
are treated as things learnt and engraven in the heart from infancy. Thus, hardly is a Mystery named but the pious soul goes
through it with ease of thought and quickness of feeling, and gathers therefrom, by the gi= of Mary, abundance of the food of
Heaven. And yet another )tle of joy and of accepta)on in her eyes do our crowns of prayer acquire. For every )me that we look
once more with devo)onal remembrance upon these Mysteries we give her a sign of the gra)tude of our hearts; we prove to her
that we cannot o=en enough call to mind the blessings of her unwearied charity in the work of our salva)on. At such recollec)ons, prac)ced by us with the frequency of love in her presence, who may express, who may even conceive, what ever-new joys
overﬂow her ever-blessed soul, and what tender aﬀec)ons arise therein, of mercy and of a mother's love! Besides these recollec)ons, moreover, as the sacred Mysteries pass by they cause our prayers to be transformed into impulses of entreaty that have
an indescribable power over the heart of Mary. Yes, we ﬂy to thee, we miserable children of Eve, O holy Mother of God. To thee
we li= our prayers, for thou art the Mediatrix, powerful at once and pi)ful, of our salva)on. Oh, by the sweetness of the joys that
came to thee from thy Son Jesus, by thy par)cipa)on in His ineﬀable sorrows, by the splendors of His glory shining in thee, we
instantly beseech thee, listen, be pi)ful, hear us, unworthy though we be!
Thus the excellence of the Rosary; considered under the double aspect We have here set forth, will convince you, Venerable
Brethren, of the reasons We have for an incessant eagerness to commend and to promote it. At the present day -- and on this
We have already touched --- there is a signal necessity of special help from Heaven, par)cularly manifest in the many tribula)ons
suﬀered by the Church as to her liber)es and her rights, as also in the perils whereby the prosperity and peace of Chris)an society are fundamentally threatened. So it is that it belongs to Our oﬃce to assert once again that We place the best of Our hopes in
the holy Rosary, inasmuch as more than any other means it can impetrate from God the succor which We need. It is Our ardent
wish that this devo)on shall be restored to the place of honor; in the city and in the village, in the family and in the workshop, in
the noble's house and in the peasant's; that it should be to all a dear devo)on and a noble sign of their faith; that it may be a sure
way to the gaining of the favor of pardon. To this end it is indispensable that zeal should be redoubled, while impiety daily redoubles its eﬀorts and labors to move the jus)ce of God and to provoke, for the general ruin, His terrible vengeance. Amongst so
many causes of grief to all good men, and to Ourself, not the least is this, that in the very midst of Catholic na)ons there exist
persons who are ever ready to rejoice in that which insults and outrages our august religion; and that they themselves, with incredible eﬀrontery and with all publicity, seize every opportunity of teaching the mul)tude to hold reverend things in contempt
and of persuading them from their old conﬁdence in the intercession of the Blessed Virgin. During the last months the very person of Our Divine Redeemer has not been spared. Such a depth of shameless indignity has been reached that Jesus Christ Himself
has been dragged upon the stage of a theater o=en contaminated with corrup)ons, and has been represented there discrowned
of that Divinity upon which rests the whole work of human salva)on. And the last touch of shame was added in an a;empt to
rescue from the execra)on of ages the guilty name of him who was the very sign of perﬁdy, the betrayer of Christ. At the consumma)on of such excesses in the ci)es of Italy there arose a general cry of indigna)on, and energe)c protest against the viola)on and trampling under foot of the inviolable rights of religion, and this in a na)on that has for its greatest and most righteous
boast that it is Catholic. The Bishops rose at once, on ﬁre with holy zeal. And ﬁrst they made their vigorous appeal to those whose
sacred duty it is to safeguard the decorum of the religion of the country. Next, they informed their people of the gravity of the
scandal, and exhorted them to special acts of repara)on towards our most loving Savior exposed to such slanders.
We have pleasure, however, in rendering praise to the free and fruiZul faith manifested by men of good will; and this has
brought Us comfort in the bi;erness inﬂicted upon the very quick of Our heart. And having regard to the du)es of Our supreme
ministry, We take this occasion to li= up Our voice and to unite Our complaints and protests to those of the Bishops and of their
people, authen)cated by Our Apostolic authority. And with a like ardor to that wherewith we condemned this sacrilegious
oﬀense, do We preach faith to all Catholics, and par)cularly to the Italians. Let them with jealous care guard this ines)mable inheritance received from their fathers, let them defend it with courage, let them not cease from magnifying it with good ac)ons
of which their faith is the inspiring mo)ve. This is a mo)ve the more for the enkindling, in private and in common prayer,
throughout the coming month of October, of a holy emula)on in celebra)ng and honoring the Mother of God, the mighty succorer of the Chris)an people, the most glorious Queen of Heaven. For Our own part, We conﬁrm with all Our heart the favors
and indulgences We have already awarded upon this point.
Now may God, "Who in His most merciful Providence gave us this Mediatrix." and "decreed that all good should come to us by
the hands of Mary" (St. Bernard), receive propi)ously our common prayers and fulﬁll our common hopes. May you receive a
pledge thereof in the Apostolic Benedic)on which We give to you, to your clergy, and to your people, with all aﬀec)on in Our
Lord.
Given in Rome at St. Peter's, on September 8, 1894, in the seventeenth year of our Pon ﬁcate.
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