
 

Jesus Christ, Yesterday and today,  
the same forever. Hebrews 13:8 

 

Thank you for the ways in which you have shaped our community and life at Holy Rosary Parish! 

2020-2021 Holy Rosary 
   ANNUAL REPORT    

to the Parish 
The Holy Rosary Annual Report to its parishioners reflects upon the Sacraments that were 
celebrated, the faith that was grown, nourished, and passed on, and the gatherings that 
were held.  It tells the story of those in need whom were served and the stewardship of the 
resources which made possible all of these things and more.  

Each week, we will publish a section of the Annual Report in the bulletin. It can also be 
obtained from the website as a single PDF.  A hard copy is available in the parish office, as 
well.  

Please enjoy the story of our community from July 2020-June 2021. 



 

 

A Letter from the Pastor 

Communion with 
God’s Children 

Communion with 
God’s Creatures 

Communion with 
God’s Creation 

July of 2020 was an exciting time.  Two weeks prior, we opened for public Masses after 
being closed to public worship for just over three months as a result of a worldwide 
pandemic.  We weren't quite sure what the future would hold, but we were happy to be 
together again in the Eucharist.  While we hoped for a return to a greater semblance of 
normalcy, June 2021 still found the pandemic impacting our individual and community life.  
It is important that we never lose sight of the hope and joy that we find in God, of his ever 
resent goodness and blessings to us. 
 

COVID-19 has challenged us.  The winds blew and they buffeted the house, and while a tree 
might have fallen over—the house remains because it was solidly built on rock.  That is the 
foundation of our faith.  It allows us to see God present and alive.  We are blessed with the 
gift of one another and all of his creation, which he has created just for us.   At every turn we 
can see God with us.  Even in the sorrows and sufferings, Jesus is there, as he came to earth 
and ascended the Cross that we might not be alone in the midst of such trials, and that by 
his light he might banish the darkness as he brings us hope in the promise of a new day.  
 

All of this is the gift of God.  It is up to us to embrace it, and to live it.  We must choose to 
remain in communion with God, with one another, and with all of Creation.  Love must 
always be intentional, and that is something we have felt even more this year, as more is 
required of us to remain united and in communion.  Our routines have been shaken up, 
which is unsettling, but that is also a good thing as we are invited to choose God anew, and 
perhaps in new ways.  The year definitely didn't look as any of us had planned, but that is 
always true.  It wasn't a part of God’s plan either.  But we can’t let that stop us from 
experiencing the abundance of goodness always at hand in the joy of communion.  We are 
blessed and loved by God, and that is always enough.  Everything else is extra.  Thankfully, 
there is a lot of extra. 
 

May God continue to bless us, and may our communion bear great fruit in our lives and 
world.  

In Christ, 

Fr. Matthew Oakland 



 

 

Holy Rosary School 
SPIRIT AND MIND IGNITED! 

*The capital expenses tracked through the balance sheet: for FY20-21: Lighting $17,068/Flooring $51,099/Playground $68,404/Hand-
Washing & Water Fill Stations $25,380/K Entry Doors $20,513/Gym Roof $18,294. 

** To include tuckpointing & future capital projects. 

Our theme for the 2020-21 school year was “Nothing is impossible for God.”  
 

As the 2020-21 school year began, many unknowns left us wondering what the year would 
bring.  We experienced different iterations of instruction:  fully remote, hybrid, and fully in 
person.  Each day became an adventure, and we never quite knew what would happen next.  
Through all of this, we put our worries in God’s hands, knowing He would carry us through the 
days of an extraordinary school year.   Armed with our faith, seemingly “impossible” tasks 
became possible as we centered ourselves in Christ.  We used every nook and cranny as 
instructional space, staff took on different duties and teaching positions, and families partnered 
with us in new and exciting ways.  
 

Not only did our school persevere through many difficult days, but we are happy to say we 
thrived! The Holy Rosary School community remained focused on one another through the 
most challenging of circumstances.  Day in and day out we showered one another with an 
abundance of love and support.  This COVID time has certainly reminded us of the importance 
of the human connection. 
 

We are proud of this community and for all that was accomplished during the 2020-21 school 
year. Thank you for your continued support of our school and for your partnership as school 
families and parishioners.  Thank you for accompanying us each and every day.   Thank you for 
praying with us through the hard days.  Our students walked away from last year strong in virtue 
and with renewed hope that when we place our faith in God, all things are possible! 



 

Liturgy and Worship 
The summer of 2020 began with Holy Rosary continuing 
the safety protocols to protect against the spread of 
Covid-19. Public Masses resumed in early summer with 
many restrictions: reservations for the limited seating in 
church due to the social distancing requirements, and 
mandatory facemasks for indoor gatherings. 
Communion distribution was after Mass to allow for safe, 
orderly dismissal. Ministries were adjusted and many 
new volunteer ministers were recruited and given safety 
training.  

Mass was different: no Holy Water, no Communion Cup, 
and no holding hands for the Sign of Peace. Outside 
doors were opened to provide increased ventilation. The 
collection was replaced by a basket at the door. No 
bulletins were available as you left the church. To 
prevent the airborne spread of the virus, assembly 
singing was not allowed. There were no songbooks and 
no choirs. Solemn chant replaced hymns. Psalms were 
sung only by the cantor and the Gloria was spoken.  

In spite of limitations, Holy Rosary found new ways to 
gather and praise God! We upgraded our Livestream 
camera system and trained new ministers to bring Mass 
to many vulnerable, home-bound parishioners.  

Dedicated church monitors continued to volunteer the 
entire year to keep the church open so that visitors could 
spend time with the Lord.  

In October, Holy Rosary held its first-ever Blessing of the 
Animals on the feast of St Francis of Assisi. We 
celebrated our patroness with special Sunday Masses 
honoring “Our Lady of the Rosary” and continued our 
tradition of praying a decade of the Rosary before 
October Sunday Masses. 

In November, we were able to resume the distribution of 
the Eucharist during Mass. We were once again able to 
celebrate All Saints Day with our 4th Grade parish 
children dressed as saints.  

During Advent, Simbang Gabi was again a joyful 
celebration as we prepared for the coming of the Christ 
child. At Christmas, we celebrated the Nativity of the 
Lord with an additional Christmas Day Mass and overflow 
seating in school hall. 

With Lent came the availability of covid-19 vaccinations, 
and more people returning to public Mass. Our Holy 
Week and Easter liturgies were enhanced by the cantor 
singing the Glory to God and with the assembly singing 
the Alleluia!  

Bishop Mueggenborg came for two Confirmation 
Masses in May! Even with so many challenges, Holy 
Rosary Church was filled with the Spirit in new and 
wondrous ways! 



  

RITE OF CHRISTIAN INITIATION            
OF ADULTS (RCIA)  

“Fear not, for I have redeemed you.  I have called 
you by name, you are mine.”  Isaiah 43:1 

 

As we followed the Archdiocesan COVID-19 
protocols, most of the RCIA preparation was 
done via online classes. Children diligently 
joined our weekly online classes despite the 
many challenges this presented.  Our Elect and 
Candidates received the Sacraments of Baptism, 
Confirmation and Eucharist at the Easer Vigil.  To 
quote an Elect, “Sr. Stella, I can’t wait to become 
part of the Catholic Church and become a 
member of God’s family.”  

BAPTISM OF CHILDREN  

Like all aspects of life at the beginning of the 
pandemic, baptisms were abruptly suspended. 
The Archdiocese of Seattle formulated a plan for 
how to safely celebrate baptisms that included 
pouring water from a crystal bowl instead of the 
baptismal font, limiting participants present to 
parents and Godparents of one family at a time, 
and the Ephphetha prayer was not spoken. 
Soon, we celebrated baptisms with two families 
at a time and no guest limit.  The baptismal font 
was used again.  Families shared their gratitude 
and joy because each baptism was beautiful, 
safe and happened…something we might have 
taken for granted prior to the pandemic. 

Faith Formation and Sacraments 

July 1, 2020-June 30, 2021 

Child Baptisms 25 

Youth and Adult Baptisms 23 

First Communions 94 

Confirmations 44 

Profession of Faith 16 

Marriages 13 

Ordinations/Religious Life  0 

Funerals 15 

“The Church does not know of 
any means other than Baptism 
that assures entry into eternal 
beatitude; this is why she takes 
care not to neglect the mission 
she has received from the Lord to 
see that all who can be baptized 
are ‘reborn of water and the 
Spirit.’”   

  Catechism 1257:62 



 

Faith Formation and Sacraments 
YOUTH CONFIRMATION  

The Youth Confirmation Program jumpstarted in 
January 2021 and concluded with two Confirmation 
liturgies in May. We confirmed 36 candidates in 
grades ranging from 7th grade to sophomore year of 
high school. Throughout the program, candidates 
grew in knowledge and understanding of 
confirmation and the Church’s teachings on the 
sacraments, learned new prayer methods, and 
participated in online small group meetings. Even 
though most of the program was online, we were 
able to meet for an in-person for a retreat in the 
spring.  Students grew in their commitment of being 
a disciple of Jesus Christ in the Catholic Church. 

FAITH FORMATION  

Where shall we go from here?  While reflecting on 
this question this past year in the midst of the 
inconceivable consequences of the pandemic, our 
task of evangelization continued.  Parents were given 
the opportunity to exercise their role as the primary 
teachers of the faith to their children. We adopted a 
“blended learning” method of spreading the faith; 
zoom meetings were utilized or parents teaching at 
home. Special events like May Crowning of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary and the Faith Formation year-
end celebration were held outdoors so families 
could attend in person. 

FIRST RECONCILIATION AND                
FIRST HOLY COMMUNION  

Sacramental II Preparation was a mixture of zoom 
classes, in-person learning, and parents teaching at 
home. We created a Facebook account and posted 
video/lessons for children to watch at home. Parents 
and children picked up their supplies on campus at a 
designated time. Children made “Thinking of You” 
cards for the residents at Providence Mt. St. Vincent.  
Instead of hosting group activities in-person, like the 
Banner Social, they were done independently at 
home, as well. Family Learning at home reinforced for 
parents their responsibility to evangelize the faith to 
their children.   



 

Abbreviated Income Statement 
     2019-2020 2020-2021 2020-2021 2021-2022 

INCOME ACTUAL BUDGET ACTUAL BUDGET 

  Sunday & Feast Day Collections 1   1,172,066 1,007,500 1,169,624 1,168,500 

  Annual Catholic Appeal Rebate 17,222 16,000 17,046 17,000 
  Called to Serve as Christ Capital Campaign Parish Share 2 33,010       

  Fee Income 14,765 6,400 9,570 10,350 

  Restricted Gifts (Capital Projects, Outreach, Golf Tournament) 805,102 38,000 40,587 19,500 

  Bequests         

  Other (Westfest, School Utilities Share, Savings Interest, Use Fees) 252,686 96,488 138,696 185,195 

  Payroll Protection Program and Economic Injury Disaster Loan 3 10,000 259,309 287,800   

 TOTAL INCOME  2,304,851 1,423,697 1,663,323 1,400,545 

          

EXPENSES          

  Salaries 4 526,081 499,516 425,646 536,315 

  Benefits (Health, Pension, FICA, Workers Comp) 5  166,845 172,939 216,053 175,170 

  Facilities Operations, Maintenance and Utilities  131,976 139,943 130,174 160,375 

  School Cash Subsidy  170,000 125,000 125,000 140,000 

  Contracted Services (Insurance, CYO, Rectory Rental, Payroll Fees) 147,716 119,157 115,163 154,246 

  Program Expenses & Parish Outreach  38,052 37,651 20,807 40,970 

  Archdiocesan & Deanery Support 73,064 65,676 65,693 65,223 

  Supplies (Envelopes, Flowers, Faith Formation, Hymnals, Office)  42,683 48,365 40,259 50,760 

  Business (Golf Tournament, Westfest, Credit Card Processing) 40,887 37,950 23,004 33,000 

  Parish Donations to Others (Carmelites, Daughters of Mary, SVDP) 6 25,800 26,400 37,200 27,550 

 TOTAL EXPENSES  1,363,103 1,273,541 1,198,999 1,383,609 

 OPERATING SURPLUS/(DEFICIT) BEFORE CAPITAL EXPENDITURES 941,748 134,423 464,325 16,937 

   CAPITAL EXPENDITURES realized on the Balance Sheet 7 841,211 100,000 185,293 95,700 

 NET OPERATING SURPLUS/(DEFICIT) AND CAPITAL 100,536 50,156 279,032 (78,763) 

FY 20/21 EXPLNATORY NOTES 

The entire year operated under various COVID restrictions to 
gatherings and programming, which will hopefully be lifting 
during FY 21/22 as we begin to restore some of the usual 
budget.   

1 Collections in last quarter of 19/20 were down 16%.  Things 
improved someone at the beginning of 20/21, with 10-12% 
declines, with less than 25% Mass attendance pre-pandemic, 
though electronic giving and mail in/drop off giving were 
strong.  While most working parishioners remained employed 
working from home, the future was unknown.  But giving 
recovered significantly, and Sunday giving surpassed the prior 
year by $9.79.   

2 All future Called to Serve as Christ rebates will be set aside for 
tuckpointing for the church and parish office within the next 
few years. 

3 Holy Rosary Parish and School received a PPP loan for 
$719,800, which was fully forgiven.  We would have finished in 
the red without this aid, especially if we were able to fill open 
salary positions. 

4 Holy Rosary experienced a number of voluntary departures and 
leaves and was unable to fill the open positions resulting in 
significant savings.  FY 21/22 began with five open positions, 
which could result in savings over budget. 

5 The Archdiocese of Seattle has recently started participating in 
Unemployment Insurance instead of paying our own 
Transition Assistance, and are on a pay-as-used  model instead 
of a payroll tax.  To avoid the large hit to the budget of paying 
two staff members at once (one on UI for 26 weeks of pay at 
60%, the other their replacement and current staff member), 
we created a UI reserve. 

6 We increased our donations to others to help others in greater 
need.  We also forwarded $151,943 to our overseas missions, 
direct donations from parishioners here and at a few other 
parishes, as well, who support the same works. 

7 Capital Expenses are not tracked in the Operating Budget given 
the large size.  To reach a cash net for the year, we subtract the 
Capital Expenditures from the Operating Net.  The two largest 
FY 20/21 Capital Expenditures were the sewage spill recovery 
and five sewer line repairs of the Parish Office (Net of 
Insurance of $117,158) and the installation of church 
livestreaming cameras and internet ($43,671). 



The 2020-21 Fiscal Year began with uncertainty in the 
midst of a pandemic which shut down much of life for 
several months.  While we were “open” for the entire 
year, there were still a great many restrictions in place 
which hampered many aspects of our usual 
community life, and invited us to connect and 
continue to grow in others.  In the midst of the 
challenges there were still great blessings. 

 

At the start of the new year, we had just reopened for 
public Masses, but in person attendance was at about 
25% of what it was pre-pandemic, while some others 
joined us online.  We ended the fiscal year at about 
55% pre-pandemic levels.  Because of the dedication 
of our parishioners, even when not attending in 
person, our collections recovered from their initial 
decline.  We had several staff who left during the 
year, and experienced difficulty in hiring new staff, 
resulting in budget savings.  We received a Payroll 
Protection Loan for the parish and school.  We 
applied for it at a time when many of our school 
fundraisers were disrupted, we had dozens of 
students withdraw as most moved elsewhere 
between COVID and the West Seattle Bridge 
shutdown, and collections were down 16%.  It gave us 
security in continuing to pay staff and allowed us to 
spend over $100,000, mostly in the school, on COVID  

 

supplies, upgrades, and new equipment necessary to 
operate during this time.  Our Endowment continued 
to perform well with strong market gains, which will 
help our school in the long run.  We had some 
considerable capital projects, and thankfully were 
able to absorb them.   

 

The original roof on Lanigan Gym is about to be 
replaced.  The project is being funded by school 
operations surpluses, meaning we don’t need to have 
a special appeal.  The Parish has about 27 weeks of 
operating expenses in unrestricted cash reserves 
(710k), and the school about 20 weeks (1,838k).  12 
weeks is considered a bare minimum, and with 
potential big projects on the horizon (tuckpointing, 
new school boiler, others), these funds provide us 
financial cushion to absorb whatever might come.    

 

The future is unclear, as always.  Thankfully our 
greatest resource of all is our community itself - the 
gift and blessing of each other as we share together 
in the journey of life toward Heaven, continuing the 
work and mission of Christ.  Thank you for sharing 
generously the blessings God has bestowed upon 
you.  For complete financials, or if you have further 
questions, please reach out to our interim PAA Don 
Porth at paa@holyrosaryseattle.org. 

 20/21 Vision  

Financial Stewardship 
 6-30-2020 June 30, 2021 

Assets Unrestricted  Restricted  Total Total 

 Checking 478,045  478,045 602,034 

 Savings in Parish Revolving Fund 2,998,991 1,331,350  4,330,341 3,839,461 

 Accounts Receivable and Pre-Paid   16,944  16,944 28,476 

 Endowment Fund 1 873,732 1,018,336   1,892,068 1,499,754 

Fixed Assets (buildings) 5,480,844  5,480,844 5,370,642 

     Total Assets 9,848,555 2,349,686 12,198,241 11,340,368 

         

Liabilities        

 Custodial Funds (SVDP/Missions)   41,307 41,307 45,710 

 Accrued Benefits and Credit Card 2 217,437  217,437 -28,749 

 Deferred Income 3   727,679  727,679 545,983 

 Restricted Funds 4  1,290,043 1,290,043 1,285,546 

 Debt (Unforgiven PPP Loan)    719,800 

     Total Liabilities 945,166 1,331,350 2,276,466 2,541,290 

     Total Equity   9,921,775 8,799,078 

     

Total Net Liability & Equity   12,198,241 11,340,368 
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NOTES ON 
BALANCE  SHEET 

(1) Our Endowment 
benefitted from 
solid market 
gains.  

(2) Large variance 
due to new 
Unemployment 
Insurance 
reserve. 

(3) 2021-22 Tuition 
and other 
advance 
payment or 
giving paid in 
20/21. 

(4) Primarily 
Maintenance 
Reserve (712k) 
and Scholarship 
Funds for the 
school (361k). 


